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From the Desk of Fr. D

“The Rosary 1s a prayer formula consisting of fif-
teen decades of Hail Marys preceded by the Our Father,
during the recitation of which we piously meditate on the
corresponding mysteries of our redemption.”

“A plenary indulgence 1s granted to the faithful
who: 1. devoutly recite the Marian rosary i a church or
oratory, or in a family, a religious community, or an asso-
ciation of the faithful, and in general when several of the
faithful gather for some honest purpose; 2. devoutly join i
the recitation of the rosary while it 1s being recited by the
Supreme Pontiff and broadcast live by radio or television.
In other circumstances, the indulgences will be partial.”

“Regarding the plenary indulgence for the recitation
of the Marian Rosary, the following is prescribed: 1. The
recitation of a third part of the rosary is sufficient, but the
five decades must be recited without interruption. 2. De-
vout meditation on the mysteries 1s to be added to the vocal
prayer. 3. In its public recitation the mysteries must be an-
nounced m accord with approved local custom, simply to
joimn meditation on the mysteries to the vocal prayer.” Man-
ual of Indulgences, 2006 p 58

It 1s by the bull Consuaverunt Romani Pontifices of
September 17, 1569 that St. Pius V defined the current
form of the Rosary, at a time of tribulations for the church
and the world. “the Rosary, or Psalter of the Blessed Virgin
Mary, in which the same most Blessed Virgin 1s venerated
by the angelic greeting (Hail Mary) repeated one hundred
and fifty times, that 1s, according to the number of the Da-
vidic Psalter, and by the Lord's Prayer with each decade.
Interposed with these prayers are certain meditations show-
ing forth the entire life of Our Lord Jesus Christ, thus com-
pleting the method of prayer devised by the Fathers of the
Holy Roman Church”.

St. Louis Grignon de Montfort writes in the same
line in 7he Secret of the Rosary: “The rosary 1s made up of
two things: mental prayer and vocal prayer. In the Holy
Rosary mental prayer is none other than meditation of the
chief mysteries of the life, death and glory of Jesus Christ
and of His Blessed Mother. Vocal prayer consists in saying
fifteen decades of the Hail Mary, each decade headed by
an Our Father, while at the same time meditating on and
contemplating the fifteen principal virtues which Jesus and
Mary practised in the fifteen mysteries of the Holy Rosary.

In the first five decades we must honor the five Joy-
ous Mysteries and meditate on them; in the second five
decades the Sorrowful Mysteries and in the third group of
five, the Glorious Mysteries. So the Rosary 1s a blessed

blending of mental and vocal prayer by which we honor
and learn to mmitate the mysteries and virtues of the life,
death, passion and glory of Jesus and Mary.

Since the Holy Rosary 1s composed, principally and
in substance, of the Prayer of Christ and the Angelic Saluta-
tion, that 1s, the Our Father and the Hail Mary, it was with-
out doubt the first prayer and the first devotion of the faith-
ful and has been n use all through the centuries from the
time of the Apostles and disciples down to the present.”

Mental prayer is thus essential to the rosary. The
rosary 1s not simply a long litany of Haill Marys but a
method of meditation on the mysteries of the life of Our
Lord Jesus-Christ, on the central mystery of our faith, the
mystery of the Incarnation-Redemption as the Holy Name
of Jesus 1s found at the center the Hail Mary.

What 1s the origin of the rosary? Here 1s the ac-
count of St. Louis in the same booklet: “But it was only in
the year 1214, however, that Holy Mother Church received
the Rosary in its present form and according to the method
we use today. It was given to the Church by Saint Dominic
who had received it from the Blessed Virgin as a powerful
means of converting the Albigensians and other sinners. I
will tell you the story of how he received it, which 1s found
in the very well-known book "The Dignity of the Psalter" by
Blessed Alan de la Roche...”

The Blessed Alan reports that Our Lady appeared
to him, accompanied by three angels, and said: "Dear
Dominic, do you know which weapon the Blessed Trinity
wants to use to reform the world?" "Oh, my Lady," an-
swered Saint Dominic, "you know far better than I do be-
cause next to your Son Jesus Christ you have always been
the chief mstrument of our salvation." Then Our Lady re-
plied: "I want you to know that, in this kind of wartare, the
battering ram has always been the Angelic Psalter which is
the foundation stone of the New Testament. Therefore 1f
you want to reach these hardened souls and win them over
to God, preach my Psalter." And the Blessed Alan goes on
to report that St. Dominic preached the Rosary and con-
verted many.

The problem with the account of Blessed Alan
(based on visions) 1s that no one before him and especially
none of the ten Dominicans or so who wrote a life of St.
Dominic before the XVth century ever mentioned that St.
Dominic had received the rosary from Our Lady and that
he preached it as a means for the conversion of heretics
and sinners... So what is the real origin of the rosary? (To
be followed...)

Church News

Sunday, October 4: 18" Sunday after Pentecost.
Sunday School from 9 to 10am.

Sunday, October 11, 3 PM : Blue Army Rosary
Rally Devotions in honor of Our Lady of Fatima at
St. Rose. Pray the 15 decades of the Rosary,
Preaching by Fr. Christopher Smith, Pastor of St.
Joseph Parish in Palmyra; Benediction; Enrollment
m the Brown Scapular.

Sunday, November 8: First Anniversary of our
Community. Make sure you plan to be at St. Rose.
More later.

Pope Benedict's general prayer intention for Octo-
ber 1s: "That Sunday may be lived as the day on
which Christians gather to celebrate the risen Lord,
participating in the Eucharist”.

Pope’s mission intention 1s: "T'hat the entire Peo-

ple of God, to whom Christ entrusted the mandate
to go and preach the Gospel to every creature, may
eagerly assume their own missionary responsibility
and consider it the highest service they can offer
humanity”.

Bumper Sticker: Have you got the new bumper
sticker of St. Rose? (Suggested donation: $1) Avail-
able 1 vestibule.

Prayer for our future bishop: Lord God, You are
our Eternal Shepherd and Guide, in your mercy
grant your Church of Springfield i Illinois a shep-
herd who will walk in your ways and whose watch-
ful care will bring your blessing. We ask this
through Our Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son, who
lives and reigns with you m the unity of the Holy
Spint, One God, forever and ever. Amen.

MASS SCHEDULE/RTENTIONS

Sunday 4:18th Sunday after Pentecosthe Servitores
18th Sunday after Pentecost;J o / n

Daily Mass:
Monday 5: SS. Placidus & Comp4d Fat her

Tuesday 6:St. BrunoRachel Askins
**Qur Lady of Perpetual Help Devotions

Wednesday 7:Our Lady of the Rosary; Comm. of St. MaWrs. Elaine & Terry Sanders

Thursday 8: St. Bridget of SwedenRachel Askins
**Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
**Benediction

Friday 9: St. John Leonard; Comm. of SS. Sergius, Bacchus, Marcellus & Appuleius;

Father Christopher Andrews, OSB

Saturday 10:St. Francis Borgigathryn & Frank Cernak

Sunday 11:19th Sunday after Pentecost;Cat her i ne
19th Sunday after Pentecosthie Servitores

Kinscher ffA

John

8:00am Low Mass
11:00am High Mass

PeekA 12:10pm Low Mass

12:10pm Low Mass

12:10pm Low Mass
12:10pm Low Mass
12:50pmi 6:00pm
6:00pm
12:10pm Low Mass

12:10pm Low Mass

8:00am Low Mass|
11:00am High Mass

PappasA

Confessions and Rosary 30 minutes prior to Mass




