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From the Desk of Fr. D
Excerpts from the Letter of Pope Benedict XVI proclaiming a year for priests
on the 150 anniversary of the “dies natalis” of the Curé of Ars
th

"The priesthood is the love of the heart of Jesus”, the saintly Curé of Ars would often say. This
touching expression makes us reflect, first of all, with
heartfelt gratitude on the immense gift which priests
represent, not only for the Church, but also for humanity itself. I think of all those priests who quietly
present Christ’s words and actions each day to the
faithful and to the whole world, striving to be one with
the Lord in their thoughts and their will, their sentiments and their style of life. How can I not pay tribute
to their apostolic labors, their tireless and hidden service, and their universal charity? And how can I not
praise the courageous fidelity of so many priests who,
even amid difficulties and incomprehension, remain
faithful to their vocation as “friends of Christ”, whom
he has called by name, chosen and sent?
I still treasure the memory of the first parish
priest at whose side I exercised my ministry as a young
priest: he left me an example of unreserved devotion
to his pastoral duties, even to meeting his own death in
the act of bringing viaticum to a gravely ill person. I
also recall the countless confreres whom I have met
and continue to meet, not least in my pastoral visits to
different countries: men generously dedicated to the
daily exercise of their priestly ministry. Yet the expression of Saint John Mary also makes us think of Christ’s
pierced Heart and the crown of thorns which surrounds it. I also think, therefore, of the countless situations of suffering endured by many priests, either because they themselves share in the manifold human
experience of pain or because they encounter misunderstanding from the very persons to whom they minister. How can we not also think of all those priests
who are offended in their dignity, obstructed in their
mission and persecuted, even at times to offering the
supreme testimony of their own blood? (…)

to a parish, and one of the most precious gifts of divine
mercy”. He spoke of the priesthood as if incapable of
fathoming the grandeur of the gift and task entrusted
to a human creature: “O, how great is the priest! … If
he realized what he is, he would die… God obeys him:
he utters a few words and the Lord descends from
heaven at his voice, to be contained within a small
host…”
Explaining to his parishioners the importance
of the sacraments, he would say: “Without the Sacrament of Holy Orders, we would not have the Lord.
Who put him there in that tabernacle? The priest.
Who welcomed your soul at the beginning of your
life? The priest. Who feeds your soul and gives it
strength for its journey? The priest. Who will prepare
it to appear before God, bathing it one last time in the
blood of Jesus Christ? The priest, always the priest.
And if this soul should happen to die [as a result of
sin], who will raise it up, who will restore its calm and
peace? Again, the priest… After God, the priest is everything! … Only in heaven will he fully realize what he
is”.

These words, welling up from the priestly heart
of the holy pastor, might sound excessive. Yet they reveal the high esteem in which he held the sacrament of
the priesthood. He seemed overwhelmed by a boundless sense of responsibility: “Were we to fully realize
what a priest is on earth, we would die: not of fright,
but of love… Without the priest, the passion and death
of our Lord would be of no avail. It is the priest who
continues the work of redemption on earth… What
use would be a house filled with gold, were there no
one to open its door? The priest holds the key to the
treasures of heaven: it is he who opens the door: he is
the steward of the good Lord; the administrator of his
goods … Leave a parish for twenty years without a
The Curé of Ars was very humble, yet as a priest, and they will end by worshiping the beasts there
priest he was conscious of being an immense gift to his … The priest is not a priest for himself, he is a priest
people: “A good shepherd, a pastor after God’s heart, for you”.
is the greatest treasure which the good Lord can grant

Church News
Mark your calendar:
•

this intention when we pray the rosary in church or
at home for this intention.

th

Tuesday, August 4, 2009:
2009 150 anniversary of the
death of St. John Mary Vianney.

•

Saturday, August 15, 2009, Feast of the Assumption of Our Lady in heaven. Solemn High Mass at
8 am in Springfield (Blessed Sacrament Church).
12:10 pm Low Mass at St. Rose.

•

Sunday,
Sunday August 30, 2009: Feast of St. Rose of
Lima.
Lima The feast of our saint patron falls this year
on a Sunday. Our community will organize a special dinner on that day to celebrate our main patron saint. Make sure you do not miss this important event.

•

February 25, 2010: Consecration of the Chapel of
Our Lady of Guadalupe Seminary in Denton
(Lincoln) Nebraska.

•

New Bishop of Springfield:
Springfield Now that Archbishop
George Lucas has been installed as Archbishop of
Omaha, we should focus on praying for the next
Bishop of Springfield. We will continue to pray the
Leonine prayers for this intention. Let us also add

•

Sunday school:
school Have you registered your children
for our CCD program? We shall resume in September after the 8 am Mass (around 9 am). More
about our Adult Religion and our Latin Classes
later.

•

Financial Peace University is designed to teach
families how to get out of debt, stay out of debt,
and build wealth so they can be financially sound.
Mr. Ramsey breaks through the common financial
jargon and explains how money really works in a
simple, easy-to-understand style. You will learn
about saving, budgeting, investing, insurance and
more! It is undoubtedly the best program available
for personal finance. The next and last Dave Ramsey Preview is Tuesday, August 18th at 6:30pm in
the Church Hall. Classes start Tuesday, September
8th 6:30pm – Church Hall. Sign Up---you will be
glad you did! For more information call church office (217) 222-2511 or Terry Meats (217) 257-4722

MASS SCHEDULE & INTENTIONS
Sunday 26: 8th Sunday after Pentecost; The Servitores
8th Sunday after Pentecost; Roy & Geneva Davis
Daily Mass:
Monday 27: St. Pantaleon; †Annette Mollenhauser†
Tuesday 28: St. Nazarius & Companions; Mary Ridder
**Our Lady of Perpetual Help Devotions
Wednesday 29: St. Martha; Comm. of St. Felix II & Companions; Chris Weiss
Thursday 30: Sts. Abdon & Sennen; Derek & Katie Peter’s Intentions
**Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
**Benediction
Friday 31: St. Ignatius of Loyola; Josephine Cudney
Saturday 1: Immaculate Heart of Mary; Votive Mass for 1st Sat.; †Margaret Ohnemus†
Sunday 2: 9th Sunday after Pentecost; The Servitores
9th Sunday after Pentecost; Paul Geers

Confessions and Rosary 30 minutes prior to Mass

8:00am Low Mass
11:00am High Mass

12:10pm Low Mass
12:10pm Low Mass
12:10pm Low Mass
12:10pm Low Mass
12:50pm—6:00pm
6:00pm
12:10pm Low Mass
12:10pm Low Mass
8:00am Low Mass
11:00am High Mass

